
SPELLING “BEE”HIND 
 

Purpose:  Students will practice spelling words correctly using peer and self assessments. 

 

Suggested Grade Level: 1 - 5 

 

Language Arts SOL: Writing 1.13, 2.13, 3.10, 4.8, 5.8 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  
1. Scotch/masking tape 

2. Pencils for each student 

3. Vocabulary words (see attached)   

4. Paper in two different colors (white/yellow) - amount to be determined by class size. 

 

Advance Preparation:   

1. Make several copies of a vocabulary word lists on two different colors of paper. 

2. Try to have the same number white lists as yellow lists. 

 

Directions: 

1. Give each student one list of vocabulary words (divide yellow and white lists equally). 

2. Each student needs to have his/her list of vocabulary words taped onto his/her back with the 

words facing out.  Either you can do this, or they can help each other with this.     

3. Tell students to find someone with the opposite color of paper on his/her back.  For example, 

students with yellow papers look for students with white papers, etc.   

4. When student (A) finds an appropriate classmate (B), A will stand behind B and will ask B to 

spell one of the words on the list taped to B’s back. 

5. If B spells the word from the list on their back correctly, A will place a check beside the 

word.  If B spells the word incorrectly, A gives B one more chance to spell it correctly. If B 

still gets the spelling incorrect A places an X beside the word and tells B how to spell it 

correctly. 

6. Then students A and B switch roles choosing a different spelling word. 

7. After A and B have each spelled their word, tell them to place their pencils down and do an 

assigned exercise (jumping jacks, cross crawls, windmills, etc..) together 10 times and to tell 

each other “Thank you”.  

8. Have A and B move on and look for other students with the opposite color on his/her back 

and repeat the activity. 

9. If a student has an X by a word, another student can ask him/her to spell it again and the X 

can be changed to a check mark. 

10. Continue until you feel the students have had the opportunity to spell most of the words. 

11. Have students remove their paper from their back and see how they did.  They can keep this 

sheet as a study guide. 
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Teaching Suggestions: 

1. When students seem to have found almost all other students with the opposite color, stop the 

activity and tell students that they can now quiz other students with the same color paper as 

them.  (This tends to become exciting for the kids and re-energizes the activity) 

2. Remind students to use pencils gently while writing on each others’ backs.   

3. Remind students to seek out students whose paper color is different from their own.  Using 

two different colors encourages students to work with others in class. 

4. Make sure students are not looking at the backs of other students while spelling their words. 

5. Paper does not need to be different colors; this just encourages a variety of partners. 

6. Remind students to speak clearly so that their partner can hear them. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Mix up the vocabulary words to make it harder for them to view others’ papers. 

2. Use this with multiplication tables, addition and subtraction, etc...  
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This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and reproduced 

without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  
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